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1 Introduction 

The paper describes the issue of connection of logistics centres to RFC corridors. 
The issue of developing a new logistic parks and logistics centres is very current in 
Central Europe. The logistic centres are very important for companies because of cost 
savings particularly. Construction of new logistic centres supports the diversion of the 
traffic inside the town or creating new jobs. Transitive economics like the Slovak and 
Czech Republic are very open to the development of logistic technologies as well as to 
build new logistic chains.  

Despite the fact that the number of new logistic centres increases, they still do 
not have parameters like they should have. Mostly, they are connected only to the road 
transport and they are ignoring the multimodality, which is one of the most important 
parameter they should have. The key issue is how to connect these centres to the rail 
network, to analyse the legislation and others obstacles for their connection to the RFC 
corridors. The aim of this article is to analyse current state of logistic centres in the 
Slovak and Czech Republic (their connection to the rail network particularly) and to 
propose supporting connection the logistics centres to the RFC corridors. The proposal 
could also be an answer for how to increase the level of support of rail transport usage 
in logistic chains. 

2 Current status of logistics centres in the Slovak and Czech Republic 

There are an increasing number of logistics centres in the central Europe, 
specifically in the Slovak and Czech Republic. Most of them are connected to the road 
network only. Thereby, it is completely ignored multimodality specific connection to 
the railway network. In other European countries, rail transport starts having a 
dominant position, due to its advantage of transport capacity and environmental 
friendliness. Therefore, there is necessary to deal with the problem of how to connect 
these centres to the rail network by the private railway siding. [1,8]  
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2.1 Public logistics centres 
The current state of logistic centres development in the Slovak and Czech 

Republic can be characterized in particular by not having the unified approach at the 
state level that promotes the creation of logistics centres with public access so that they 
support economic and regional economic growth, national economy and effective 
modal split [3]. 

Key characteristics of a public logistics centre:  

• group of companies, which are involved in the transportation of goods, 
logistics service providers and companies associating with the production and 
logistics, 

• access to two modes of transport at least, particularly for road and rail 
transport (intermodal transport terminal), 

• the owner or operator of a local logistics centre initiates cooperative activities 
to achieve synergies in logistics centres under its control [1].  

The most important trend towards intermodality of public logistics centres (as 
interface between different transport modes) is to provide optimal conditions for the 
creation the intermodal transport chains. The possibility to use an alternative transport 
mode does improve business flexibility and guarantees the quality of logistics services. 
Railways and inland waterways benefits from the growth of the freight transport 
market, because logistics service providers are closely connected to intermodal 
transport terminals. The high dependence of logistics on road transport is effectively 
combined with the benefits of other transport modes. [11] 

Various strategic documents with differently formulated objectives in the field of 
transport respond to the current state of intermodal transport infrastructure: 

• In the field of intermodal transport terminals, the developed infrastructure is 
essential to ensure transferring goods from one transport mode to another 
easily, reliably and cost-effective. 

• Improving the accessibility of European transport network from all regions of 
the Slovak Republic, increasing the availability, capacity and speed of 
communications systems in the regions.  

• Ensuring the high-quality accessibility of residential areas and basic transport 
service, reduction of accident rate, time losses and transport risks [4]. 

A common feature of these objectives is that they are orientated to the field of 
intermodal transport, specifically to construction of terminals as a transfer point for 
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goods.  In a broader context, it is about building logistics centres with comprehensive 
logistics services, which increase competitiveness of regions as well. 

2.2 Rail freight corridors 
There are nine rail freight corridors (RFC) running through the whole Europe, 

three of them (RFC 5, RFC 7 and RFC9) run through the territory of the Slovak 
Republic and four of them (RFC 5, RFC9 7, RFC 8 and RFC 9) run through the 
territory of the Czech Republic. 

• RFC 5: Corridor Baltic – Adriatic: 

o Gdynia - Katowice - Ostrava / Žilina - Wien - Klagenfurt - Udine - 
Venice / Terst / Bologna / Ravenna, or Graz - Maribor – Ljubljana  - 
Koper / Terst, 

• RFC 7: Corridor Orient/East-Med: 

o Prague – Vienna/Bratislava – Budapest – Bucharest – Constanta and 
Vidin – Sofia –Thessaloniki – Athens axis, 

• RFC 9: Czech-Slovak Corridor:  

o Praha –  Horní Lideč / Ostrava –  Bohumín/Havířov –  Žilina –  Košice –  
Čierna nad Tisou / Maťovce, 

• RFC 8: North Sea – Baltic: 

o North Sea ports of Wilhelmshaven, Bremerhaven, Hamburg and 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Antwerpe  –  Aachen – Hannover/Berlin – 
Warsaw – Terespol (Poland-Belarus border) / Kaunas / Falkenberg – 
Prague / Wroclaw – Katowice [12]. 

Logistics centres have been examined not only in terms of connection to the rail 
network, but also according to EC Regulation 913/2010 in terms of connection to the 
rail freight corridor (RFC), if it runs in the vicinity of selected logistics centres. [11] 

2.3 Logistics centres in the Slovak Republic  
Most of the existing logistic centres in the Slovak Republic have no connection 

to the railway network, because there have not planed and built the private railway 
sidings, which would provide it. For this reason, the logistics centres use only road 
transport (monomodality), except logistics centres Point park Bratislava, Beta – car 
Pezinok, logistics parks in Devínska Nová Ves and Maťovce, which are connected to 
the rail network. Table 1 gives an overview of the public logistics centres in the Slovak 
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Republic in terms of their connection to the railway network, it means if they have a 
private siding or if there is the possibility of building siding and also the connection to 
the freight corridor (if RFC distance is not more than 50 km). [5,6] 

Tab. 1 Public logistics centres in the Slovak Republic and their connection to the 
rail network 

Source: authors 

 

 

2.4 Logistics centres in the Czech Republic 
Table 2 gives an overview of logistics centres (parks) in the Czech Republic that 

are or may be connected to the railway network by the railway siding. All logistics 
centres (36 centres) have been analysed and only 2 of them have a connection to the 
railway network and they can be said to be multimodal. The remaining 21 logistics 
centres are not connected to the railway network, but based on the analysis the 
conditions for their connection to the railway network through a railway siding are 
created. The table also shows the possibility of logistic centres connection to the 
international freight corridors RFC, if RFC distance is not more than 50 km. [9] 

Logistic centre Siding  Possibility of connection 
 to the rail network 

Nearby RFC 

Corridor  

Logistics centre Nové Mesto nad Váhom – � � RFC 9 

Logistics park Nové Mesto nad Váhom – � � RFC 9 

Logistics centre Point park Bratislava � –  � RFC 5,7 

Logistics centre Svätý Jur – � � RFC 5,7 

Logistics centre Trnava – Zavar – � � RFC 5,7 

Logistics centre Eurovalley – � � RFC 5,7 

Logistics centre Devínska Nová Ves � – � RFC 5,7 

Logistics centre Maťovce � – � RFC 9 

Logistics centre Beta – car Pezinok � – � RFC 5,7 

Logistics park WESTPOINT near Lozorno  –  � � RFC 5,7 
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Tab. 2 Public logistics centres in the Czech Republic and their connection to the 
rail network 

Source: [9]  

3 Comparing logistics centres 

When analysing individual logistic centres in the Slovak and Czech Republic, 
serious deficiencies are evident in succeeding in the logistics market. Logistics centres 

Logistic centre Siding  Possibility of connection 
 to the rail network 

Nearby RFC Corridor  

HÖDLMAYR LOGISTICS  � – � RFC 7,8 

PANATTONI PARK  – � � RFC 7,8 

P3 PRAGUE BLUE PARK  – � � RFC 7,8 

P3 PRAGUE GREEN 

PARK  

– � � RFC 7,8 

P3 PRAGUE D11  – � � RFC 7,8 

P3 PRAGUE HORNÍ 

POČER.  

� – � RFC 7,8 

P3 PRAGUE D1  – � � RFC 7,8 

P3 PŘEDLICE  – � � RFC 7,8 

P3 MLADÁ BOLESLAV  – � – 

P3 PŘÍŠOVICE  – � – 

P3 TURNOV  – � – 

P3 LIBEREC  – � – 

P3 HRADECE KRÁLOVÉ  – � – 

P3 OLOMOUC  – � � RFC 5,9 

PROLOGIS: PRAHA 

AIRPORT  

– � � RFC 7,8 

PROLOGIS: PRAHA 

JIŘINY  

– � � RFC 7,8 

PROLOGIS: ÚŽICE  – � � RFC 7,8 

CTPARK PRAGUE 

NORTH  

– � � RFC 7,8 

CTPARK JIHLAVA  – � – 

CTPARK POHOŘELICE  – � – 

CTPARK MODŘICE  – � � RFC 5,7 

CTPARK BRNO  – � � RFC 5,7 

CTPARK HRANICE  – � � RFC 5,9 
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in the Slovak Republic with a few exceptions (Logistics centre Bratislava-Rača) show 
a lot of deficiencies in comparison with the logistics centres in the Czech Republic in 
all analysed areas. [8] 

Great deficiency in existing logistics centres in the Slovak Republic is their 
monomodality, because most of them are connected only to the road network. Due to 
this connection, they are losing interest of potential customers, which prefer another 
mode of transport, e.g. rail transport. The most of logistics centres in the Czech 
Republic are bimodal centres with connection to the road and rail network as well. 
Some logistics centres are even trimodal with connection to river transport (river 
Elbe), eventually they have good access to international airports and can also use air 
transport. 

Another deficiency in the Slovak Republic is the interconnection of logistics 
centres with intermodal transport terminals. If the logistics centres had been connected 
to intermodal transport terminals, they would have been more attractive for their 
potential customers. Services provided by logistics centre and by intermodal transport 
terminal would have been provided at one place and thereby additional costs would 
have been saved. In the Czech Republic the most used and most efficient are just the 
logistics centres that are connected to the intermodal transport terminals.[2] 

Another issue is the location of individual logistics centres in the country. The 
existing ones but also those planned logistics centres are located only in certain 
industrially advanced regions – in capital city Bratislava and its surrounding, near KIA 
Motors in Žilina and in the two large cities in the Eastern Slovakia, Košice and Prešov. 

In the Czech Republic Hub and Spoke system it is successfully used, which 
centralises most of the traffic flows in the centre of the country, specific Logistics 
centre in Prague, which is operated by Metrans. It offers one of the ways to increase 
the efficiency of small logistics centres in less industrially advanced regions of the 
country.  

The main deficiency of logistic centres in the Slovak Republic based on previous 
analyse, is the lack of storage capacity and insufficient connection to the various 
transport modes. These deficiencies relate and directly lead to significantly less 
number of logistics centres compared to the Czech Republic. [6] 

4 The proposal of connection the logistics centres to rail network 

The proposals that directly support the principles of design, construction and 
operation of public logistics centres and their connection to the railway network, 
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should be adjusted to existing laws and regulations into one law, both in the Slovak 
and Czech Republic. Specifically, it is necessary to incorporate following provisions 
into the new law: [9,10] 

• newly built public logistics centres will be required to be connected to the 
railway network (building a railway siding if its length to the nearest connecting 
station does not exceed 4 km, or to build a railway siding regardless of its 
distance to the nearest station, if the logistics centre is located within 50 
kilometres of RFC),  

• public logistics centres have the status of public interest,  

• after meeting the requirements, the financial support for the construction of 
public logistics centre or intermodal transport terminal will be used (in 
particular the construction of the park or siding and the purchase of technical 
equipment),  

• existing and new industrial zone will be required to build a railway siding (due 
to high concentrations of undertakings), and only if there are difficult natural 
obstacles (rocks, hills, rivers, etc.) there will be an exemption for specific 
company for not building it. 

This will lead to additional incentives for the creation of multimodal public 
logistics centre, particularly in the area funding through EU structural funds. 

5 Conclusion 

The basic characteristic of the most existing logistic centres in the Slovak and 
Czech Republic is theirs monomodality. In comparison to other European logistics 
centres, almost all of them are connected to road transport only. Rail sidings are 
missing in majority of existing logistics centres in the Slovak Republic and rail 
connection to the state country network is not ensured.  Nowadays some logistic 
centres in the Slovak Republic are located near railway lines or international airports, 
but they have no direct connection to them. 
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Resume  

Based on the analysis of public logistics centres in the Slovak and Czech 
Republic there are only few public logistics centres connected to the railway 
infrastructure through railway siding, in particular it is 7.9% in Slovakia and 5.5% in 
the Czech Republic. It is necessary to define the public logistics centres in the 
legislative area and their connection to the rail network as the public interest and 
incorporate these definitions to the new law following the EU transport policy. 
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logistic chain, logistics park, public logistics centre, railway network, the 
legislation  
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